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Michael M. Baden saw an undigested 
piece of potato in the stomach of a woman 
dead for a week and knew at once her 
husband had killed her. 

He examined the records of the deaths of 
nine babies over a 14-year period and knew 
their mother had killed them. 

He did a second autopsy on a woman found 
dead, bruised and beaten, and determined 
that her 13-year-old daughter, under arrest 
for her murder, was innocent. 

His autopsies on hostages killed during the 
1971 Attica prison uprising in New York 
disclosed that they had died from police 
gunshots, not at the hands of their captors. 

Michael Baden, a for-real forensic pathol- 
ogist, aka medical examiner, makes Quincy, 
the popular TV coroner/detective of the 70s 
and '80s. look like a wimp. In 32 years on the 
job, Baden, former chief New York City 
medical examiner and currently director of 
forensic sciences for the New York State 
Police, has officiated at more than 20,000 
autopsies. A few of his celebrated cases 
become part of the documentary “Autopsy: 
Confessions of a Medical Examiner" tonight 
at 10:15 on HBO. The hour-long program, 
part of HBO’s “America Undercover" series, 
will be repeated Thursday, Sunday and Jan. 
25. 

The program, perforce, gets pretty grisly, 
and some of Baden's autopsy pictures, plus 
news clips of the incidents described, consti- 
tute a big helping of murder, mayhem and 
violent, often hideous death. 

That said, however, the kind of meticulous 
work that goes into forensic medicine is 
fascinating, and the program is skillfully con- 
structed, switching between interviews with 
Baden and descriptions of the cases. The 
documentary, produced by Gaby Monet, is 
narrated by former network news correspon- 
dent Marlene Sanders. 

Who but a skilled medical examiner could 
know that potatoes, once eaten, are very 
quickly broken down into unidentifiable 
mush. The fact that the fragments in a 
strangled woman’s stomach were intact 
showed she had been killed within a half-hour 
of eating. Yet her husband had told police 
that she left home for work two hours after 
they had had dinner. The husband was even- 
tually convicted of her murder. 

The mother of the nine dead babies 
seemed to be the victim of a genetic curse 
until her one adopted child died the same 
way. Most of the infants had been diagnosed 
as victims of sudden infant death syndrome 



If the dead could speak, they'd tell what 
Michael Baden on HBO's 'Autopsy'* learns 
through meticulous post-mortem exams. 


but, Baden said after reviewing all the re- 
cords, the children were often blue when 
brought into the various emergency rooms 
that had handled the cases over the years, 
and “SIDS babies characteristically look per- 
fectly normal.” The woman, after nine tragic 
and needless deaths, was found to suffer from 
a mental disorder in which she was driven by 
a morbid need for attention and pity. 

And the mother of the accused 13-year-old 
was found by Baden to have been pregnant 
and epileptic. She had been taking the anti- 
epilepsy drug Dilantin but had feared it would 
hurt the fetus and had stopped taking it. She 
died during a fierce, prolonged seizure. Ba- 
den showed that the daughter was not physi- 
cally capable of inflicting the kinds of bruises 
that had occurred during the seizure. 

Baden was also involved in investigations 
of the assassinations of John F. Kennedy, 
Martin Luther King, Malcolm X and Medgar 
Evers. He has also helped investigate the 
cases of John Belushi, Andy Warhol, Christian 
Brando, Montgomery Clift and the Roma- 
noffs, the czar and his family murdered 
during the Russian Revolution. 


